Litir 21.1.08

A Thuismitheoirí, a Chairde,  

Bliain nua mhaith agaibh! Mar eolas daoibh/For your information:

1.  Bord Bainístíochta Nua 2007-2011. 

Is iad na baill atá ar an mBord seo ná: Art Ó Súilleabháin, An tAthair Pádraig Ó Fearchair, Máire Treasa Uí Dhálaigh, Majella Ní Chonduibh, Brídín Ní Cheallaigh, Stiofán Ó hAnnáin, Stiofán Ó Móráin agus Sinéad Curran.

*Food Dudes tosnaithe 14/1/08-4/2/08 Tréimhse 1.

*Leath-Lá/Half Day: Cruinniú /Staff Meeting 12/2/08 Scoil Dúnta 12:00nóin 
*Briseadh Lár-Théarma/Midterm: Scoil dúnta 14+15 Feabhra 2008.

*Pleanáil Scoile: beidh an scoil dúnta 3/3/08, School closed for Planning.

*Ranganna Gaeilge:  Foras na Gaeilge 094-9022444 do Chlárú. 

2.  Cur i  gCuimhne/Reminder: We are asking all parents to check and make sure that all Bills; Book rental/Feadóg/Handouts; Swimming Lessons/Bus Transport; Dancing Lessons/Piano Lessons are paid ASAP.We wish to thank all parents who have paid-up.We appreciate contributions towards Teas/Heating(€30).  Should any parent have any difficulties regarding the clearance of bills we can make an arrangement that it suitable eg. Small Monthly Payment. Applications may be made for Book Grant/Giving Children an Even-Break Scheme. 
3. “Shared Reading Project 2008 for Parents and Children 10-20 minutes Irish reading for 6 weeks for great results!”:  We wish to invite you the parents of children in Classes Naí Shinsir.to an  Important 20 Minute meeting. The parents of Ranganna 1 and 2 and 3 have seen this video last year. It is imperative that at least one parent attend so that this reading process can be shared with our parents in order that the children receive maximum benefit. We appreciate that your time is precious, and in order for “Shared Reading Project 2008” to be successful for every child we need parental/pupil participation and input. It is in the best interest of your child that you attend, and become involved in this project. We urge your attention and value your attendance. Meeting:   Wednesday 23/2/07 in Halla na Scoile beginning at 1:00-1:30 for Parents of Naíonáin Shinsir. Project 2008 begins next week for 6 weeks as Gaeilge, and we are encouraging all parents to participate, by your attendance, and by investing your valuable time in the project.  It only takes 10-20 minutes daily, and the progress made is very satisifying for all.

4. Tinneas/Illness: Cuir páistí atá sláintiúl ar scoil, agus coinnigh páistí atá tinn sa bhaile.      Send children who are well to school, and  keep children who are sick at home.  “Is fearr an sláinte ná an táinte!”

5.  Maith an obair! Lean ar aghaidh ag breathnú sa cheann gach seachtain le cosc a chur le dreancaidí/headlice. 

6.  Coinnithe Scoile/School Appointment:  can be arranged by contacting  094-9024700  through Pat, Rúnaí na scoile, to see Múinteoir/Príomhoide.

7. Amantaí Scoile:  The school is open to receive pupils at 8:50am.  No responsibility is accepted for pupils arriving before that time.  Classes commence daily at 9:00am. Classes end each day at 1:30pm for Junior Infants and Senior Infants, and at 2:30pm for Rang 1-6. Children who are collected by car/walking are asked to vacate the premises on time in the interest of safety for all.  Parents are asked to collect the children on time. Children who walk are asked to leave the grounds promptly so that they reach their destinations on time. Hanging around the school is not allowed after 2.30pm school dismissal time. The school cannot accept responsibility for looking after children before/after school hours.  However, should a mix-up occur regarding collection, as soon as Príomhoide/Staff is informed contact may be made with parent.  Ensure that children are on time, as latecomers disrupt class. All pupils are expected to assemble ag labhairt Gaeilge outside of the Entrance Doors to their Classrooms.  When Cloigín rings, Páistí walk in single file through the entrance doors and proceed to their classrooms. There is no need for parent to accompany the children into classrooms in the morning at this stage of the school year. 

8.   Carr-Chlós na Scoile/School Carpark:  We are requesting all patrons using our school car-park to be aware,  patient, careful, watch-out for people dropping-off and collecting our pupils.  Safety of pupils is paramount. We are asking parents where possible to allow children from Classes Naíonáin Shinsir-Rang 6 to drop-off/pick-up at Bike Shop Gate. Pupils are asked to assemble and remain around the shelter area for safety sake.  All cars/buses are asked to move along to the top exit gate for drop-off/collection of pupils so that the entrance gate remains free at all times.  Be mindful of all little ones in the car-park, and please keep a grip of all little hands.  We do not want a fatality. Sabháilteacht:  Níl cead ag aon pháiste clós na scoile a fhágáil:

School pupils are not allowed to leave the classrooms/grounds:

i. le dul chuig an tsiopa/shop  ii. Le lón/lunch a fháil 

iii. Le liathróid/ball a fháil   iv.Le freastal ar Choinne/Appointment  Ar aon chúis, gan cead/For any reason without consent.

9.  Coirmcheol agus Aonach na Scoile 12/12/07 sa GMIT:  Míle Buíochas le gach páiste páirteach sa choirmcheoil, le na tuistí  agus a gclanntaí a tháinig  amach lena bpáistí a fheiceáil agus le freastal ar an Aonach, le  Sandra agus baill  Coiste na dTuistí a d’eagraigh agus a d’oibrigh go crua ag an Aonach,  leis an bhfoireann a d’oibrigh go dian dícheallach leis an gCoirmcheoil.  Maith an obair gach duine!Many thanks to everyone who participated, contributed, attended and provided support to make this event successful, and to our dedicated teaching staff for their hard work. Buíochas le Barbara Burns, Head of Centre an GMIT a cheadú dúinn, do Ivan Mohan, Pat Kilcourse,  airitheoirí GMIT;  Máirtín Ó Máille, córas fuaime; Buíochas le Joe Maher, Conall Ó Domhnaill, Gearóid O Marcaigh as ucht troscán a thabhairt suas agus ar ais chuig na scoile. Ní neart go cur le chéile! Alán airgead was raised for school funds. Míle Buíochas le gach uile duine as ucht bhúr dtacaíocht! 
Imeachtaí Scoile: Faoistinn na Nollag sa scoil 18/12/07, Canadh na gCearúil 18/12/07, Aifreann na Scoile ar an 7/10/07,  Míle buíochas le gach duine bainteach.

10.  Polasaí don Corpoideachas:   

Cuireann corpoideachas le forbairt iomlán páistí trí chabhrú leo saol iomlán, gníomhach agus sláíntiúil a chaitheamh.  Tá béim ar thaithneamh, súgradh, gluaiseacht, damhsa, obair i ngrúpaí, daoine a mhisniú, bheith páirteach. Tá aon uair a chloig sa seachtain ceadaithe don ábhar seo.   Physical education (1 hr. weekly/Dept.) contributes to children’s overall development by helping them to lead full, active and healthy lives. Enjoyment, play, movement, dance, group-work, self-esteem through achievement and participation as pupils become involved in athletics, dance, gymnastics, games, outdoor pursuits.Is féidir le tuismitheoirí páistí a spreagadh le bheith gníomhach. 

Parents can encourage children to be active for a healthy active lifestyle, by taking time for walks, games, sports day/training/blitz/, dance/ceili, swimming/gala, etc.  It is most important that all pupils participate in this subject.  By active participation of all pupils they build-up and improve/practice their skills at their own rate.  By the time pupils reach 6th. Class it is our hope that they will be proficient in all areas. 

Na teamaí/pointí sa Chlár Corpoideachas ná: Lúthchleasaíocht/Damhsa/Gleacaíocht/Cluichí/Eachtraíocht/Uisce.

Sláinte agus Sabháilteacht:  Pupils must wear school track suit, white polo shirt, suitable laced shoes/poms(dancing) for running, games etc. for physical educational classes, sport training, etc. In the interest of safety children must use equipment properly, wear appropriate gear, shoes, helmets/gum shields etc. and parents are asked to ensure that children do not wear  jewelry, earrings, glasses. On hot days children are asked to bring along plenty of water, wear baseball caps.  It would be advisable for parents to apply sun-block on the childrens’ exposed areas before school to avoid burning.  Grey, White, Royal blue, Black or Navy shorts with white polo shirt may be worn in warm weather.

 All participants should be aware of Points 22 and 23 in Dialann Scoil Raifteirí.  Míle buíochas le gach oide ar an bhfoireann a dhéanann sár oibre maidir leis an gcorpoideachas sa scoil, agus le na múinteoirí a dhéanann traenáil spóirt tar éis amantaí scoile saor-in-aisce ar son na páistí scoile. 
11. For Parental Information ONLY: Níl aon dualgas ar thuiste ar bith an táirge seo a ceannacht. There is no obligation on any parent to  purchase this/any product. 

Ed.  Alive:  CD Rom:  Maths:  Volcanic Panic. (Attached) 

Polasaí Scoile:  Ed. Alive CD rom/Supervalue/Tesco/Others tokens etc.:  Níl aon dualgas ar thuiste ar bith an gnó a dhéanamh sna siopaí/aon ghnó eile.  There is no obligation/pressure on any parent to become  a regular patron of any business due to school offers.  Our school is participating in Ed. Alive/Supervalue’s current offer of sports equipment.  Should any parent get tokens by shopping we will gladly use them, however there is no pressure for anyone to shop anywhere!
12. Gaeilge: We wish to hear all pupils and parents speak Irish from the entrance gate, until we exit, ó gheata na scoile isteach, go geata na scoile amach!  Lets be heard! Parents willing to use Irish on the way to/from school and around the school will encourage the children to speak and to be proud of their native language. Let us use every opportunity to become líofa/fluent.  All páistí F9, f11, f13 are asked to consider entering Labhairt na Gaeilge competition in the Mayo Fleadh!! Practice comhrá agus Dán! Fograí na Scoile/Notices on Boards:  Fógraí i nGaeilge.Cluichí Chlóis gach Luan:  In order to promote and encourage Labhairt na Gaeilge we are asking all classes to participate and get involved in playground games through Irish every Monday. Encourage Cluichí at home.

Gaeilge i gClós na Scoile: Iarratais/Requests:  Comhrá sa Rang/Conversational Irish: Focus in all classes on requests that take place, so that all children will have the foclóir, and they can help parents with the Gaeilge by sharing new phrases sa bhaile. Timpistí/Accidents (Dul Siar/Revise)

Botúin sa Chaint:Correction/Daigniú of Irish phrases: gach rang ag foghlam na frásaí nua agus cearta gach lá.

13. CEÓL:  We have made a substantial investment regarding musical books, and equipment for use in all classes, bells, chime bars and boom-whackers which will help children with musical  rhythm, pitch and notation.  Tin Whistle beginners tunes start at Rang 2, and as children practice consistently for as little as 10 minutes each day the results can be amazing!  Daily playing of the prescribed Band tunes is vital for the success of Banna Ceoil Scoil Raifteirí.  

14. Aifreann Scoile agus Seirbhísí Eaglasta: Aifreann Scoile:  27/1/08 agus 13/4/08  Seipéal An Pháidrín Naofa 10:00am.Fáilte roimh gach clann sa scoil teacht ag an Aifreann seo. All are invited to attend our school Masses. Cór Scoile:  R3-R6 All pupils are invited and expected to attend school Masses, in full school uniform.  Children are asked to come to top right-hand side of church by 9:45am. An Chéad Fhaoistinn/First Confessions for Rang 2 Sainéide 6/3/08 ag 6:00pm An Chomhneartú: Páistí R5,R6 Sainéide Scoile 9/5/08 ag 2in. Pictiúr Ranga tógtha tar éis an Searmónís. An Chéad Chomaoineach:   R2 Éadaí Féin 18/5/08 at 12:30pm Seipéal an Phaidrín Naofa.  Pictíur Ranga tógtha roimhe…..@ 12.15pm

15. Cothromaíocht do Phaistí/Giving Children an Even-Break:  Tá deontas ar fáil ón Roinn Oideachais agus Eolaíochta chun cabhrú le costaisí maidir le hoideachas na bpáistí.  The Dept.  Of Ed. and Science makes a grant available towards addressing the educational costs/needs of pupils ( Class Tour/Sports/Other School Expenses).  For this purpose a child requiring an even-break would be defined as, a child from a home where genuine hardships exist because of unemployment, prolonged illness of parent, family with 

inadequate means, single parent family, or other circumstances which would denote a similar degree of needs.  If you believe that you qualify for this grant you are invited to complete “Giving children an even-break” form which will require current medical card number available from oifig na scoile, which will be available from 1/2/08. Application Forms must be returned by 1/3/08 to oifig.

16. Deontas na Leabhair/Necessitous Pupils Book Grant 2008-2009:  The  Application Forms for this grant will be available from 1/4/08, and must be returned by 1/5/08  Clarú/Bogadh:  It is important that I am  informed  immediately should there be new enrolments to our school or new locations/transfer of pupils to other schools or areas.

Eolas do Thuistí mar gheall an Churaclam Leasaithe/Information regarding revised Curriculum: Please look at websites:  www.ncca.ie  and www.education.ie and www.gaelscoileanna.ie for your information on all aspects of education.      

a. Rial an Ghaeilge:  All pupils at this stage of the year are able to speak in Irish. However some children lapse into English directly on Mondays and after holidays. We must insist that this rule is strictly followed in order to maintain standards, and develop fluency from Naíonáin to Rang 6. It is in the interest of everyone to actively participate, pupils, parents, and staff. 

Tá an rial seo an-thabhachtach sa Ghaelscoil.  Fleadh/Orals: Comhrá Gaeilge.
Seachtain na Gaeilge:  3/3/08-17/3/08   Féach Clár Ama. 

b. English Spellings begins from  1-Rang 6:  Magic Spell workbook, and Class Lists compiled by class teacher.  

c. Irish Spellings from third term of Rang 1-Rang 6.

d. Every child  is different and learns at their own rate.  Time spent talking, reading stories, repeating rhymes, poems, songs to your child is well spent. In order to minimise pressure for all children in classes tests results (spelling/reading/math/writing/other tests)are not emphasised. 

e. Children are encouraged to read and develop fluency with the assistance of shared reading.  “Shared Reading Project for Pupils and Parents 2008”Information Meeting on 23/2/08  1:30-2:00pm in Halla na Scoile for Parents of Naí Shinsir.  This may be done at home: parent and child; at school:  older pupil and younger pupil.  Books may be varied, high interest level, gripping storyline, and be enjoyable for everyone for success.  This year we have completed Paired Reading in English for 8 weeks in Term. 1, R1-R4. We plan to do Shared Reading in Irish Term2.  

f. Workbooks are written on by the child from Naí. Shó.-Rang 2.  Rang 3-Rang 6 are allowed to write in Eolaíocht Bheo and Beo go Deo only. 

g. Paráid:   Rang 2(pom-poms)-Rang 6.  It is expected that all pupils would do their best to learn the marching  tunes for the band.  At least 10 minutes practice is expected Mon-Thurs. and tunes may be learned line by line.  This takes time and effort, and we are asking all children to practice in a bedroom with the room door closed!  Children may entertain visitors when tunes are learned.  Tin whistle playing is a great skill to master.

h.  Cur i gCuimhne:Polasaí Leigheas/School Medicine Policy was distributed 2005.  We wish to remind parents not to send any medication to school with your child without completion of permission forms available at the school office. If medicine is required the necessary paper work must be completed in the interest of safety of child, other children and staff.  

Buíochas le gach duine mar gheall ar an obair ar son páistí na scoile.

Buíochas le gach tuismitheoir as ucht an tacaíocht ar son na páistí scoile.

Beir Bua agus Beannacht, 

Máire T. Uí Dhálaigh(PO)agus Foireann.

